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gathered the prank that some little fellow had played
upon him though no boy was standing near at the time.
No anger was raised in his breast at such treatment.

Perhaps, also having played such a prank during his
infancy he thought, <( Thus the whirlgig of time brings
in his revenges." Anyhow this iluppai tree was a place
of much disturbance.

At about this time one Annamalai Tambiran came
along with Uddandi Nayinar. By pure austerity and
singing of Tevaram^ with crowds of followers, he collected
alms, fed the poor, and maintained the worship of hib
Adheena Guru in a building which was therefore known
as Gurumurtam in a suburb of Tiruvannamalai. Happen-
ing to pass near the iluppai tree he was deeply impressed
with the purity of heart and the ecstatic state of the young
Swami and thereafter constantly accompanied Nayinar to
see him. One day he told the Swami that his Guru's
shrine was away from the village, quite a retired spot
where the Swami could carry on his meditation undisturb-
ed by people, and requested him to go there. The Swami
agreed, and in Feb. 1897 took up his residence at the
shrine. The Tambiran daily recited there hundreds of
Tevaram hymns which were elevating and instructive,
and which might even be a sufficient outfit for one's
spiritual culture.

As the Swami continued to neglect his comforts and
even cleanliness he rose in popular esteem. His body was

* Tevaram is the name given to the sacred songs of the three
Tamil poet-samts, Appar, Sundaramurti and Sambandar.